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When we aim high:

We can make a positive dent in the universe.
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Dates for your Diary

Date Year group Event

w/b 6.9.21 All Year Groups After School Clubs to begin

w/b 13.9.21 Year 3-6 Peripatetic Music Lessons to begin

14.10.21 2:30pm Year 3 Harvest Assembly to Year 3 parents 

in school

15.10.21 All Year Groups Short Reports sent home

19.10.21 All Year Groups Virtual TLC- booking system to be 

shared next week

21.10.21 All Year Groups Virtual TLC- booking system to be 

shared next week
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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of the second week, it has been wonderful to see the children settling into their classes and 

their new routines. This week we have continued to welcome our Reception children and it has been lovely to see them 

happily play within their environment and get to know their new teachers and friends. This is always such a special time of 

year as we welcome the new children to school.

This week we have also welcomed our new French teachers to school, who will be teaching French lessons to Years 3, 4, 

5 and 6, over the coming year. Knowing that we have experts teaching our children to speak and understand a new 

language is very exciting and we hope this will instil a love of languages for our Key Stag 2 children.

Children and staff love music at SdS and all children across school have begun learning to listen, appreciate, compose 

and play music through the Charanga Music Programme. In addition, we have welcomed NMPAT (Northampton Music 

and Performing Arts Trust) to begin a new annual programme of musical projects across the school. During the 

year, NMPAT will be teaching children to play a range of musical instruments within 10-week musical projects. Year 3-

recorder, Year 4- a brass instrument, Year 5- the Ukulele and Year 6- drums and percussion. With around 25% of 

children in school also accessing peripatetic music lessons, we know that the skills and knowledge that learning to 

appreciate and play a musical instrument brings to the curriculum will be wide and far.

Over the week, playtimes have brought many play opportunities for children as they now have a wide range of 

resources within playtime trugs along with group games that have been purchased from the funds raised from our Grand 

Tour of Europe sponsored race last year. Many thanks to all who took part in that event. The playground is full of chidlren

playing together and developing their imagination and social skills.

The school is a buzz of determined learning, and we are all so proud of every child across all classes. 

Enjoy the weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Best wishes Mrs Fennelly
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Each Friday the classes 

have a poster that is 

shared within the Star 

of the Week celebration. 

Today we discussed 

Emma Radukanu and 

her determination to 

succeed, along with her 

resilience to overcome 

challenges. What a role 

model she is to us all!
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All ABOUT MATHS…

Number skills (place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) need to be mastered in order for pupils to 

access all of the different maths topics at Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. This is why it is so important for us to build the 

firm foundations in primary school so that children have a deep understanding and are able apply this knowledge and 

understanding right the way through school and into their adult lives. Regular practise of these skills at home will help 

support learning in school, we have access to some great resources to support you with this:
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Members of Forest School Club have had a brilliant time in the beautiful sunshine this week. We 

collected sticks to make our initials, wrote our names with sticks in the mud, balanced on logs and made 

leaf and berry soup and chocolate mud cake.

We look forward to hearing what you might make in your garden or local park over the weekend. Can 

you find five differently shaped leaves to add to your soup? Collect stones and sticks and place them on 

the ground to make the shape of the letters in your name, challenge your family members to make 

their initials too!

If you have any old kitchen utensils including saucepans, frying pans, backing trays, measuring spoons we 

would love to give them a new home in our mud kitchen!

Enjoy being outside!

Mrs Egan and Miss Birch
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During Art lessons across school, children enjoy learning many techniques, one being sketching and 

shading. The children are taught to create pencil dictionaries; where they create different patterns on 

the page which have varying shades. These pencil skills in shading are then transferred to sketching 

objects, scenery or people to add depth and tone to the children's work.

Drawing can be a very relaxing activity and it is always great to learn a new skill. You could challenge 

your friends and family to explore at least 5 ways of shading a square to create different tones.
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We are very excited that the school library is back open this year for all year groups to use! 

Every year group has enjoyed spending time in the library over the past 2 weeks and finding 

joy in the variety of books on the shelves.

Your child may now bring home a library book, alongside their reading books each week. It 

would be wonderful for you to share these books together as a family and enjoy reading for 

pleasure. Here are some ways to help you to enjoy reading together at home.

- If you can, turn off the TV, radio and computer. It’s easier for both of you to enjoy the story without any 

other distractions.

- Take a look at the pictures. You don’t just have to read the words on the page. Maybe there’s something 

funny in the pictures that you can giggle about together, or perhaps your child enjoys guessing what will 

happen next.

- Ask questions and talk about the book. Picture books can be a great way to talk through your child’s 

fears and worries, or to help them deal with their emotions. Give them space to talk, and ask how they 

feel about the situations in the story.

- Have fun! There’s no right or wrong way to share a story – as long as you and your child are having fun. 

- Don’t be afraid to act out situations or use funny voices… your children will love it!

Miss Gedney and Mrs Parker
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Head lice

Head lice are very common in young children and their families. They do not have anything to do with 

dirty hair and are picked up by head-to-head contact.

Check if it's head lice:

• Head lice are small insects, up to 3mm long.

• They can be difficult to spot in your hair.

• Head lice eggs (nits) are brown or white (empty shells) and attached to the hair.

Please check your children's hair regularly and see the link below for more information

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
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Lunches
Please don’t forget to book, and pay for, your 

children's school dinner on School Grid or send a 

packed lunch with a drink.
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Please clearly name all:

• Water bottles

• Lunch boxes

• Uniform

• Anything delivered into the 

office



Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 17th September 2021

Join our SDS active at home by trying out some of these activities each week- Miss Bland
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Key Skills

Your child's weekly key skills will be set each Friday on their Office 365 
account within their Class Teams page and will need to be completed 
by the following Wednesday. If you are having problems accessing 
your child's account, please speak to your child's class teacher.
Children in Reception will be set key skills on their Tapestry account 
when they are full time in school.
Learning at home and the revision of skills has a huge impact on 
children's progress and attainment, therefore the work you complete 
with your child will enable them to more confidently access 
their learning in the classroom.
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Friends of SdS

Annual General Meeting

Thursday 7th October 2021
7:00 - 8:30pm

In the school hall
A great chance to meet new people and get involved 

in your school community.
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Coming soon from the Friends of SdS...

Design your own Christmas cards, tags and wrapping paper with 

Cauliflower Cards. Look out for the design sheet and order form - in 

book bags at the end of next week.



What is Beat the Street?

Beat the Street is a fun, free initiative that will see Northampton 

transformed into a giant game!

See how far you can walk, cycle, run, scoot and roll in just 6 

weeks. There are great challenges to enjoy and prizes up for 

grabs.

The game will start on 22 September and end on 3 November 

2021. 

Go to the web site above for more information and to sign up.

Log your distance under SDSActive for us to be seen on the 

leaderboard.
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mailto:jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org


Vacancy

Due to the expansion of school meals dolce are currently
recruiting mobile general assistants & mobile cooks.
These posts will be covering the local area and are term time

only, full training, uniform and mileage at 45p per mile is paid

on top of the hourly rate.

If you are interested in joining dolce please contact Jane Philips 

on 07393014875 jane.philips@dolce.co.uk

mailto:jane.philips@dolce.co.uk
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