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13th September Roald Dahl Story day



Dear Parents and Carers,

It's been another great week at SdS and we have been grateful that the temperature has

dropped but that the weather has still meant that we have been able to have outdoor PE,

playtimes and access to the field.

We were all so proud to hear the great news that we were the winners of the Summer

Reading Challenge in the local area for the third year running! This shows to us how much

our children love to read and the commitment you place on reading at home. Research and

statistics show that children who read regularly, with or without an adult, have improved

vocabulary, communication, imagination, empathy, wellbeing and knowledge of the world

around them. Statistics also show that children who read regularly throughout their Primary

and Secondary schooling achieve greater outcomes across all subjects at GCSE and A level.

It really is amazing how spending these precious moments with your child, enjoying a book

together, has such an enormous positive impact on them.

Take care, enjoy the weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Mrs Fennelly
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INSPIRATIONAL MUSICIAN

Today we listened to the pianist Lang Lang play Chopin's 

Piano Concerto No 2

To watch the 

performance click here:

Bing Videos

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=pianist+concert+lang+lang&adlt=strict&mid=0D675E84439B1ED106F10D675E84439B1ED106F1&&FORM=VRDGAR
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Date Year group Event

20th September Years: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 Meet the teacher: 5:30pm- presentation to all parents in the hall 

from Mrs Fennelly 

Teacher sessions- 6:00pm- 6:30pm OR 6:30pm-7:00pm

28th September Prospective parents for 

2024

Open evening for prospective parents of Reception parents 

for September 2024 at 6pm

2nd October- 

20th October

Whole School Donations for The Hope Centre- dried foods and toiletries

9th October Prospective parents for 

2024

Open evening for prospective parents of Reception 

parents for September 2024 at 6pm

17th & 19th 

October

Whole School Parents Evening

The Book Fair and Jules at Home will be in school.

18th October 

2:30pm

Year 3 Harvest Assembly Year 3 parents invited to attend

Dates for your Diary



The application portal is now live 

for parents/carers to submit their 

school preferences for a 

secondary school 

place at www.westnorthants.gov.

uk/admissions

Parents have until 31 October 

2023 to apply.

Secondary School Places 2024

http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions
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POSTER OF THE WEEK

Today, we shared this 

wonderful statement from 

Roald Dahl on the most 

important thing to be- to 

be kind! Kindness is at the 

heart of all we do, and I am 

so proud of the kindness 

that takes place, each day 

across school.
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HARVEST COLLECTION

We will be opening our whole 

school collection for The Hope 

Centre as part of our Harvest 

Celebration. If you would like to 

donate, please bring into school any 

dried foods or toiletries that will be 

gratefully received to support the 

homeless in Northampton.

Please bring your donations into 

school from the Monday October 

2nd.
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MEET THE TEACHER EVENING  Years 1-6

We look forward to seeing you at the annual 'Meet the Teacher 

Evening' on Wednesday September 20th

5:30pm-Presentation from Mrs Fennelly (Reception parents also welcome)

6:00-6:30pm- Meet your child's teacher

6:30-7:00- Meet your child's teacher (repeated session for those 

with more than one child in school).

Please note that there will be a meet the teacher session for Reception 

parents in October- date to be arranged.
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Summer Reading Challenge- We are the 
WINNERS for the third year!!!!!

Congratulations to 
everyone who took 
part and completed 
the challenge- you are 
all amazing readers 
and we're so proud of 
you!
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We're in the Chronicle and Echo!

If you have 5 minutes, take a read of our article about 

The Simon de Senlis Adventure by clicking on the link 

below:

An exciting adventure at Simon de Senlis Primary (northamptonchron.co.uk)

https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/an-exciting-adventure-at-simon-de-senlis-primary-4284681
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If any of your contact details:
• Your Address
• Your Phone number
• Your Email
• Phone number for your emergency contacts

have changed please email:
info@simondesenlis.org

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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If your child is unwell, or going to be late, please leave a 
message on our absence line, option 1, by 08:30am.  

A message must be left for each day of absence.
Any episodes of sickness or diarreah an absence of 48hours 

must be taken, please call the absence line each day.
If your child is going to be absent for another reason, please 
complete a form available from the school office or on our 

website.
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Parents and visitors are reminded that Danes Camp and Tesco supermarket 
kindly offer free parking for dropping off and picking up your children.

The car park at school is for staff parking,
unless you have a Blue badge

Please leave our disabled bays for our disabled staff and visitors, access is 
required at all times.

Many thanks
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Introducing the exciting new Book badge, designed by 
one of the UK’s best-known illustrators, Sir Quentin 

Blake; who you might know from bringing to life 
characters such as Roald Dahl's BFG and Matilda! 

To earn your badge, just share your love of books with 
us by answering the questions below!

You can apply using our online form or by post.

To earn this badge, you must:
• Be aged between 5-15 years old.

• Apply for your Book badge online using the uploader form, or click the 'get the 
Book badge' button above, to download the paper application form.

• Ask your parent or guardian for permission to apply and ask them to read 
the Privacy Notice and badge attraction terms and conditions.

• Tell us about a book you have read and what you think about it. Maybe you liked 
the characters, or perhaps you enjoyed going on exciting adventures in faraway places.

• Upload your illustration of a character or a scene from the story. This could be a drawing, 
painting or even digital artwork.

• Let us know what other books and authors you have enjoyed reading and why.
• Get your parent or guardian to help you fill out your form and personal details.
• If applying by post, send your application with the correct postage to: Blue Peter, 

BBC Bridge House, MediaCityUK, Salford, M50 2BH.

So, what are you waiting for? Pick 
up a book, explore your 

school library, or become 
a member of your local library and 

you could be on your way to 
earning your very own Book badge! 

📚

https://www.bbc.co.uk/send/u152443929
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/bp-blue-peter-badges-privacy-notice
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/bp-attractions-terms-and-conditions
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Join the Blue Peter Book Club!
Do you love reading? Then join the Blue Peter Book club to share the joy 
of reading! Each month, they will talk about a different book from their 
list and allow you to share your thoughts on it too. They also have lots of 
fun activities, challenges and quizzes!

If you're not sure which book to read, 
take their online quiz to find out.

Everyone is welcome, just grab a book 
from the picture and start reading!
They have put together a list of 6 
exciting books to read and share.
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

If you could only read one 

type of book, which would 

you choose?

Fiction or Non fiction?

Why?





Across school we have been looking at place value in 
maths. 

Place value is the value given to a digit in a number 
based on its position within that number. For 
instance, in the number 234, the digit 3 has a value 
of 30 or 3 tens. 

Place value is an important concept in primary 
maths, as it lays the foundation for more complex 
mathematical operations.

We use concrete resources such as: straws, base 10 
(diennes), numicon, arrow cards and place value 
charts to read, write and partition numbers and help 
us improve our number sense in order to calculate.  



Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly Update Issue #1Simon de Senlis Primary

School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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Miss Garrard says....

Welcome back!
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer break.

Medical Care Plans
If your child has a medical need, their medical care plan was sent home yesterday. Please can you read 

through this document, update where necessary and return by Friday the 15th September 2023.

Medication Reminder
If your child requires medication in school (including inhaler’s and EpiPen’s), please ensure these are in 

date and correctly labelled. If your child has a new medical condition and will require medication in 
school, please complete a medical care plan. Please speak to the office and they can provide you with the 

correct forms to complete.

Reception parents
If your child has just started reception and has a medical need or allergy/intolerance, please inform the 

school office and complete a medical care plan.
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SdS Staff Wellbeing Walk

On Saturday 23rd September the SdS team are completing a 12km walk around Pitsford 
Reservoir to raise money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. This is charity which will be close to 

the hearts many members of our school community. 

This walk will also be the start of our mission to walk 200km before October half term. 
We have set up a Just Giving page and aim to raise at least £200 for this local charity.

If you would like to sponsor us or if you are able to share the page to help us raise our total 
the link is included below, many thanks:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/sds-200k-

wellbeingwalk?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fsds-200k-
wellbeingwalk&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share



Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly Update Issue #1Simon de Senlis Primary



Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly Update Issue #1Simon de Senlis Primary

SEND and Alternative Provision Strategy 2023 – 2026
Dear Parent / Carer,

Last academic year, West Northamptonshire Council and partners held a series of events for children/young people, 
parents, carers, education, health and care colleagues and colleagues from public and private organisations to discuss 
what the priorities need to be for children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

In line with recent national SEND reforms combined with this feedback, we have co-produced a new SEND and 
Alternative Provision Strategy. The new strategy sets out our priorities for SEND and alternative provisions, in West 
Northamptonshire over the next three years.

We would like to invite anyone who cares for a young person aged 0 to 25 with SEND, pre and post diagnosis to the launch 
event of the SEND and Alternative Provision Strategy on Tuesday 26 September. This event is being co-hosted by students 
from Creating Tomorrow College and Northampton Parent Forum Group.

At the launch event, we will be presenting the new strategy, the priorities for SEND over the next three years and the 
plans to deliver the strategy priorities. There will also be the opportunity to attend a workshop of your choice on SEND 
and speak to our many services and partner organisations as part of the market stalls available. Please prioritise this date 
in your diary, to gain further knowledge of the new strategy and understand how everyone can contribute .
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Please see the details below of the launch event:
Venue: Icon Innovation Centre, Daventry, NN11 0QD
Date: 26 September 2023
Times:  There are two available sessions on 26 September at different times, to allow attendees to attend the session 
which is more convenient. Both sessions will have the same content.
SESSION 1: 12noon – 3pm
Or
SESSION 2: 5:30pm – 8:30pm
Each launch session will consist of:
Presentation of the new strategy
Opportunity to attend 1 workshop
Market place with stalls 

Please follow the link to book a ticket to attend the event: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/699847862797?aff=oddtdtcreator

SEND and Alternative Provision Strategy 2023 – 2026

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/699847862797?aff=oddtdtcreator


In assembly, this 
week...
It was lovely to restart our values 
assemblies this week.  Children in both 
ks1 and ks2 explored some of the new 
experiences and achievements that the 
children (and staff) encountered over the 
summer, exploring our feelings before 
we tried and once we had finished.  We 
then realised that every day in school 
brings a new challenge.  We know that 
we should not let worry stop us from 
having a go.





9 T H  J U N E

1 5 T H  
S E P T E M B E R

2 0 2 3

S O M E  
N E W S F O R  

O U R

C H I L D R E N
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