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    Poster of the Week

This week we looked again at our 

believe, achieve, succeed poster and 

reminded ourselves that we CAN 

do it! With our confidence in our 

learning, we know that we can 

achieve. We also discussed all of the 

wonderful things everyone has 

achieved so far this week. Well done 

everyone- you're amazing!



Dear Parents and Carers,

This week we have had a focus on kindness, helping each other and being there 

for one another. Throughout school we see so many kind actions between 

children and we know that children look out for each other in the classroom and 

at breaktime. At times, children do fall out and we are lucky to have staff who are 

able to discuss issues with children and allow them to understand each other's 

views, resulting in apologies being given and friendships back on track. We 

constantly talk to children about what kindness looks like, along with developing 

their skills of empathy and so understanding how others feel.

Throughout the week, I have seen so many acts of kindness, consideration and 

inclusion and it is wonderful to know that we are supporting these areas of 

development in all.

I hope you have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Monday.

Mrs Fennelly
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday 

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.
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Play Leader Update

During the weekly meetings, the play leaders 

have been discussing how to support and 

encourage play at lunchtimes. They have a range 

of stickers that they reward children with and 

they discussed how to spot more great things 

going on to give a sticker for. The leaders have 

looked at new resources and will be putting 

together a list to enhance our equipment.
.
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Reading Ambassador Update

During our meeting we discussed buying new books for the 

library and for the classrooms. We are also excited as we have 

been invited to the Hunsbury Library for a meeting with Nick 

to look at the newest books, discuss ways to promote using 

the library and finding out about up and coming authors.

Thank you Reading Ambassadors, it was a brilliant meeting!
.
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Wellbeing Leader Update

During our meeting, Miss Cunningham and Mrs Cotterell spent some time talking about what wellbeing is and 

the importance of maintaining positive wellbeing and things you can do to help you with this.

We taught the children 'high five' breathing that they brought back to the class to teach the rest of the 

children.

The idea is we will teach them a new breathing technique, which will regulate breathing and heartbeat, each 

time we meet. They will take away a visual of this to teach to their class. We will then produce a little pocket 

size guide of all of these that they can take onto the playground to support and teach other children as 

needed.

Thank you to our leaders, it was a great meeting.

.
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Eco Ambassador Update
During our meeting we talked about how we can support our school to 

be more environmentally friendly. As actions we will do the following:

Buy more bins for the playground

Meet with the site supervisor to discuss recycling

Create posters for classrooms to encourage children to turn the lights 

off when they leave the room.

Tidy the pond area ready for any animals that will be hibernating and 

ready for the frogs in the Spring.

Build bug hotels

Install more bird feeders and bird boxes.

Thank you to the Eco Ambassadors, it was a wonderful meeting!
.



  

Our car park is for Staff and Blue Badge 

holders. Please do not park or drop off in the Staff 

car park.

Danescamp and Tesco kindly offer free parking for 

our parents.



  Our Autumn Term, Dates for your
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Are you looking for a school place for your child joining 

Reception in September 2024?  

Come to visit us on Tuesday December 5th at 09:30am.

To book go to: Simon De Senlis Primary School - Home

https://www.simondesenlis.org/
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Date Year group Event

17th November Whole School We held a Mufti day for Children in Need.

Donations, if you would like to, via Just Giving,

opens 8th Nov – 21st Nov.

21st November Whole School Flu Vaccinations.

28th November Year 4 parents Brass Assembly NMPAT

1st December Whole School Christmas Colour Hamper donations accepted with Thanks.

Tickets go on sale on ParentMail.

4th December The Players. Drama club. Costume deadline. In a named bag please and to be kept in 

school.

4th December Whole School This is the final week of Clubs for this term.

5th December Prospective Parents 

September 2024

Open Morning 09:30 for prospective parents 2024.



Date Year group Event

11th December The Players. Drama 

Club.

Parents and Families.

Tickets available via ParentMail from 31.10.23. 3 tickets 

per Child

12th December All Parents / Carers Sleep Management Parent Workshop 5pm - 6pm

13th December Year 5 National Space Centre.

14th December Whole School Dolce Christmas Lunch

20th December Whole School Christmas raffle draw

20th December Whole School. 1pm. Christmas Party.

Mufti day

20th December Whole School Break up for the Festive period

4th January Whole School School re-opens for Children

15th January All Parents Simon Aston Online Safety Workshop for parents 8:45 – 9:45am



Simon de Senlis

Christmas Performances 2023
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Year Group Date Time Location Tickets

Reception 7th December

8th December

1:30pm

09:30am

School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 1 7th December

8th December

2:30pm

10:30am

School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 2 7th December

8th December

2pm

10:00am

School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 3 12th December 2pm School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 4 12th December 09:30am School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 5 15th December 11:15am St Benedicts Church Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

2 Tickets per child

Year 6 15th December 09:45am St Benedicts Church Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

2 Tickets per child

Wiggins 14th December 2:15pm Wiggins Class-room Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Robinson 13th December 2:30pm Robinson Class-room Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

2 Tickets per child



NMPATs amazing Woodwind Ensemble came 

to play for us today,  If your child is in

years 3 , 4, 5 or 6 and would be interested in 

playing an instrument please contact 

info@simondesenlis.org for more details

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org


Come along to the 

festive fair on 

Saturday November 

25th and see 

our Simon de Senlis 

Choir singing at 

2pm



  

On Friday 17th November we had a Mufti Day to raise money 

for:  BBC Children in Need. Our current Total is £412.

If you would like to donate, please type the below into your browser.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/simon-de-senlis-1699443332999

https://www.justgiving.com/page/simon-de-senlis-1699443332999


  

Competition Overview:

This is a chance for students to design a festive scene that will be featured on a Country Lion coach, bringing festive joy 

across Northamptonshire.

Competition Details:

Age Range: Open to all students in the primary age group (0-11 years).

Competition Pack: A coach template for designing the Christmas scene is provided, this has been sent home with your 

child today.

Voting: The public will vote for their favourite design on the Country Lion Facebook page.

Winner Selection: The most 'liked' design by 5 pm on 1st December will be declared the winner.

Prize: A £50 voucher from Smyths toy shop for the winning student, plus their design will become a moving artwork on 

our coach.

Unveiling: The decorated coach will be unveiled at the winner’s school in a special ceremony.
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A place has become available for 

Keyboard lessons, if your child is 

interested please contact:

info@simondesenlis.org

for more details

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org


Sports- Trampolining

• Did you get a chance to see the Trampoline World Championships 
2023 on TV last weekend?

• The Trampoline World Championships took place at the Utilita Arena, 
Birmingham.  It was a fantastic display of tumbling, summersaults and 
thrilling routines. Twenty-one year old NTGA member Andrew Stamp was 
selected to represent Great Britain and returns to Northampton with two 
World medals .Northamptonshire Trampoline Gymnastics Academy 
(NTGA) is based at Kings Park Center in Moulton Park and offers 
development pathways and opportunities for members of all ages and 
abilities.

•
So if you are interested in trampolining and gymnastics and want to try 
for a medal yourself, why not check out their amazing facilities by 
following this link;https://www.ntga.co.uk/

• Stay active- Miss Bland.

https://www.ntga.co.uk/
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Mrs Cotterill says....

Here is some useful advice about what to do if your child is choking. 
Sometimes, children place unusual items in their mouth which could 
lead to choking. Check out this link to read more on the most 
common items that can lead to a child choking, other than 
food. Choking and suffocating - Northamptonshire Safeguarding 
Children Board (northamptonshirescb.org.uk)

http://www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk/parents-carers/preventing-accidents-at-home/choking-suffocating/
http://www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk/parents-carers/preventing-accidents-at-home/choking-suffocating/
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Wellbeing Ambassadors

Across school we now 24 children who are our Wellbeing Ambassadors as voted for by their class peers. It was lovely to 
hold our first meeting in school and to talk all about what wellbeing is and ways in which we can improve our wellbeing 
in school and at home. The children have all now received a badge which they can proudly display which lets other 
children know of their role.

The children learnt a breathing technique called ‘high 5 breathing’ and learnt all about how breathing helps to regulate 
our heartbeat to help us feel calm. The children will then teach this to the other children in their classes and be able to 
use this to help other children out on the playground, under the guidance of an adult.
We are very much looking forward to our next meeting!

Ms Cunningham and Mrs Cotterill





We are looking for people who are able to offer 1 or 2 hours a week to 
volunteer in school. We primarily need people to listen to children read but 

may also ask you to help with art activities and other group work.

What we need from you: 1 or 2 hours per week of your time.

An application pack and DBS check completed prior to coming into

school.

What we can offer you: A warm, welcoming environment where your donation of time is 
incredibly

appreciated.

Fantastic children to work with.

A sense of satisfaction that you are making a difference.

Please email jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org if you would like to chat 
about what it entails or to volunteer.

mailto:jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org


THIS WEEK IN 
ASSEMBLY
This week has been National Anti Bullying 

week. The weekly key stage assemblies were led 

by our very own Year 6 anti-bullying ambassadors 

who wrote and presented the assembly.

The ambassadors explained what bullying is and 

what actions we should take if we think we or 

someone else is being bullied. We talked about 

'making a noise' about bullying- telling people 

about those people who are being unkind so that 

it can be stopped.
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Non-Fiction November 2023
Every year, the National Literacy Trust celebrates Non-Fiction November.

This year, the theme is 'Wonderful Water'.

Their research has found that 'providing children with the opportunity to read and explore non-fiction plays a 

vital role in helping them to learn about their world, as well as fostering reading for pleasure. '

Here are a few suggested books that you might like to read on the theme of water.



In school we are taking part in 
Barvember. You can also follow along 
at home too: 
Barvember | November maths 
problems | White Rose Maths 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/barvember
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/barvember




From the 1st December, please bring your donations 
for the Christmas Colour Hampers

Please do not bring your items early as we have no-where to store them!

Reception – Items that are Red
Year 1 – Items that are Blue

Year 2 – Items that are Green
Year 3 – Items that are Yellow / Gold

Year 4 – Items that are Silver
Year 5 – Items that are Pink/Purple

Year 6 – Items that are White
Wiggins & Robinson – Items that are Orange
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Cotterill are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Cotterill

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider



Officers from the local Neighborhood policing team will be holding a community surgery on:

• Wed 22nd November
• Wed 20th December
Sessions run between 10am and 12pm at Hunsbury Library, Overslade Close, Northampton NN4 0RZ.

Also: A community surgery on Monday 16th October 2023 , from 12pm to 1:30pm, at Northampton 
General Hospital, South Entrance desk.

We will be on hand to listen to any concerns you have in your local community and to offer crime 
prevention advice.
Please come along to speak to your local officers about any issues of concern in your local 
community.
Everyone is welcome and it would be great to see you there.
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