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Dear Parents and Carers,

What a pleasure the term continues to be with such wonderful behaviour for learning from the 

children and such happy faces throughout the school.

It has been amazing to see The Merchant of Venice unit grow throughout the week and no doubt you 

have been told lots about the story and characters. Please do keep the date free of Friday February 

2nd to come and see your child's written and art outcome as part of the Shakespeare Showcase. This 

is always a very popular event, and the children are always so proud to show you their hard work.

We're looking forward to welcoming Simon Aston, the Local Authority Online Safety lead on Monday 

January 15th and all parents and carers are invited to attend the parent session after drop off at 

8:45am-9:45am.

As always, enormous thanks for all you do to support your child's learning and for your continued 

support of the school.

Please enjoy the weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Monday.

Mrs Fennelly
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Simon Aston

Local Authority Online Safety Lead

Simon will be delivering his online 

safety session to all parents and carers 

on Monday January 15th after drop off 

from 8:45am to 9:45am.

Please come along to the front 

entrance. We look forward to seeing 

you there.



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

January 31st All Year Groups Fun night – 3.15pm-5.00pm watching Lightyear.

February- date to be 

decided

All Year Groups Nearly New Clothes Sale- more information to come.

February 2nd All Year Groups RSC Merchant of Venice whole school showcase. 

Come and see your child's final pieces of work.

February 9th All Year Groups Short Reports Sent Home.

13th & 15th February All Year Groups Parents Evenings 3:30pm-6:30pm.

Booking is open.

21st March Rowling class Recorder performance to parents at 09:30.
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Booking is open to book your Appointment for 

Parents Evenings  

Browse to 

https://simondesenlisorg.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday 

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

Which is your 

favourite day of 

the week and 

why?
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Make up and hair dye

Please note that we do not allow 

make up in school and children 

should not have dyed hair. These 

are part of the home school 

agreement that all parents and 

carers have signed.
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This week we shared our 

pride to all children 

regarding their fabulous 

learning behaviours and the 

great things that everyone 

has achieved as a result of 

their determination and 

drive.

Well done everyone!!
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Jewellery and PE

All jewellery and watches should be removed 

for PE for health and safety reasons.

If your child has their ears pierced, they must 

remove these for PE.  Adults in school will be 

not be able to do this for your child.  T
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   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Monday 1:30pm – 2:15pm Roade village Hall. Bailey Brooks Lane.

NN7 2LS

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Monday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Tuesday 2pm – 3pm &

6pm - 7pm

The Nest, Woodford Halse Primary Academy, Scrivens Hill, 

Woodford Halse, NN11 3SU.

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Tuesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Wednesday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Wednesday 4:15pm – 6pm Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4:30pm – 5:15pm Brixworth Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w



   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Wednesday 5:30pm – 6:15pm Moulton Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Thursday 10am – 11:30am Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Thursday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Thursday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Friday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Saturday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Sunday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items
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NEARLY NEW CHILDREN'S 

CLOTHING SALE AT SdS

The Eco Ambassadors and the School Council are 

planning a Nearly New Children's Clothing sale in the 

last week of the first term (February). We would be 

grateful, if you're having a clear out over the holiday, 

please save any good quality children's clothes to 

donate.

More details, dates and times to come........
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Play Leader Update

Our playleaders are continuing to lead and 

organise play zones at lunchtime. They will be 

encouraging children to follow the School 

Games Values and be handing out stickers as 

rewards. Can you collect them all?

Stay Active - Miss Bland
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Reading Ambassador Update
Our Reading Ambassadors are preparing for the opening of our 

new reading shed. There will be some books to enjoy at break 

time and lunch time with some new books arriving soon!

We can't wait to get our reading area set up on the playground 

for all to enjoy.

Congratulations to everyone who completed the Christmas 

reading bingo challenge during the holiday – you are all star 

readers!

Well done to our Reading Ambassadors, you're making a 

difference!!
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Wellbeing Leader Update

Our wellbeing leaders are continuing to share strategies in 

their class to support positivity. They are also working hard on 

creating well-being posters to display across the school, to 

promote positive well-being for all. Some fantastic ideas were 

shared about what can improve our wellbeing.
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Eco Ambassador Update

We are continuing to plan our Nearly New 

clothes sale. It will be an opportunity to recycle 

good quality children's clothing and raise money 

for future work on the environment in school.

Well done Eco Ambassadors- you're making a 

real difference!  Mrs Fennelly

.
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School Council Update
This week we worked with the Eco Ambassadors to discuss 

the venture for the new year- a Nearly New Clothes Sale. It 

will be an opportunity to recycle good quality 

children's clothing and raise money for future work on the 

environment in school.

In addition, we placed a classroom rule poster in every class, 

sharing the rules we have all agreed,

Well done School Council- you're making a real 

difference!  Miss Twigg

.
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If you have a new phone number, change your 

email, or move house, please email:

info@simondesenlis.org

with your new contact detailsT
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mailto:info@simondesenlis.org


SAVE THE DATE
The Friends of Simon de Senlis 

would like to give you advanced 

warning about the date of the 

school summer fete.

We are delighted to let you know 

that this year, the fete will be held 

on Saturday 29th June, 2024. We 

look forward to seeing you all at this 

amazing school community event.

See you there!



IN ASSEMBLY 
THIS WEEK

This week we kicked off our assemblies for 

2024. In ks1, the children thought about all the 

things we measure and realised that we learn 

so much that we cannot measure it all. We 

then revisited our learning about the British 

Values of Individual Liberty, The Rule of Law, 

Tolerance, Mutual Respect and Democracy.

In Ks2, we discussed the values that are 

important to us personally, those that are 

important to our school and those that are 

valued by our local community and country.



Sports - Cycling

Did you get a new bike for Christmas?

Have you visited the Northampton Bike 
Park, a multi terrain specialist park with 
trails and tracks for bikers and walkers. The 
site is FREE for all to use so why not set of 
on a new adventure and develop some 
cycling skills.

Follow the link for more information;
https://northamptonbikepark.org/

Stay Active.

Miss Bland

British Cycling has a tool to help parents introduce pedalling and 
teach more kids to ride, UK Ready Set Ride is split into three stages 
(Prepare 2 Ride, Balance and Pedals) which provide families with 
all they need to support children to start cycling. 
Follow the link and watch the video clips for fun activities to do;
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/go-ride/article/20200325-getinvolved-
Getting-the-most-out-of-UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0

https://northamptonbikepark.org/
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/go-ride/article/20200325-getinvolved-Getting-the-most-out-of-UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/go-ride/article/20200325-getinvolved-Getting-the-most-out-of-UK-Ready-Set-Rid-0
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Cotterill are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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January can be a difficult time of the year, take a look at these 10 key 
suggestions for happier living taken from the Action for Happiness website-
About Us | Action for Happiness

https://actionforhappiness.org/about-us




The DfE's 10 top tips for parents to support children to 
read at home.

1. Encourage your child to read
Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational benefits too. Just a few 
minutes a day can have a big impact on children of all ages.
2. Read aloud regularly
Try to read to your child every day. It’s a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story. Stories matter and 
children love re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny voices to bring characters to life.
3. Encourage reading choice
Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their own time - it doesn’t just have to be books. 
There’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more. Try leaving interesting reading 
material in different places around the home and see who picks it up.
4. Read together
Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. This might be everyone reading the same 
book together, reading different things at the same time, or getting your children to read to each other. This 
time spent reading together can be relaxing for all.
5. Create a comfortable environment
Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read independently - or together.



6. Make use of your local library
Libraries in England are able to open from 4 July, so visit them when you’re able to and explore all sorts of reading 
ideas. Local libraries also offer brilliant online materials, including audiobooks and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries 
Connected for more digital library services and resources.
7. Talk about books
This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding and make reading even more enjoyable. Start by 
discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the book could be about. Then talk about 
what you’ve been reading and share ideas. You could discuss something that happened that surprised you, or 
something new that you found out. You could talk about how the book makes you feel and whether it reminds you of 
anything.
8. Bring reading to life
You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would you recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play a game 
where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an interesting article you’ve read.
9. Make reading active
Play games that involve making connections between pictures, objects and words, such as reading about an object and 
finding similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts related to what you’re reading. Try creating your 
child’s very own book by using photos from your day and adding captions.
10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them
You know your child best and you’ll know the best times for your child to read. If they have special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND) then short, creative activities may be the way to get them most interested. If English is an 
additional language, encourage reading in a child’s first language, as well as in English. What matters most is that they 
enjoy it.

https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome






News For 
your

Children
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