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The June Bug



June Bugs – some facts

• Nobody can figure out why they're hanging around your electric lights
Scientists have no explanation for the June bug's manic attraction to electric lights.
Late May and early June is mating season. The June bugs have just weeks to reproduce. Then they die.
• June bugs spend most of their lives underground
The white, grub-like larva of the June bug lives in soil for up to three years.
They love nice green lawns. 
• They have an extra set of wings, but they can't fly 
These notoriously bad  flyers actually, have two sets of wings.
Only one of those pairs provides what scientists call lift.
Given their manic attraction to light, June bugs quickly exhaust themselves, and they collapse belly up
• That floundering June bug is somebody's dinner
June bugs that crash to the ground become an important source of food for birds and mammals.
That includes crows, blue jays, skunks and raccoons.
• June bugs are beetles
June bugs are members of the vast and diverse group of insects we call beetles.
Beetles have been around 230 million years. That's older than the dinosaurs.
One in four of all animals now living is a beetle.
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Are you looking for term time only job and one with great job satisfaction?

We are looking to recruit a reliable and committed Teaching Assistant to join 

our happy and hard-working team. The successful candidate will be able to 

work effectively as a member of the team, have excellent interpersonal skills 

and consistently support the school values and approaches. Start date 

September 2024.  Days of work: Monday – Friday 8.45am to 3.15pm, term 

time only.

Starting salary: Grade D, Point 3 (£22,737 FTE – pro-rata). Hourly rate £11.79 

pay award pending.

If you are interested and would like more details or would like to apply, please 

email: info@simondesenlis.org

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Today, we all watched Dyson class as they performed their musical medley to the school, 

on the stage, in the hall. They have been rehearsing with a music teacher in preparation 

for The Festival at The Derngate on Tuesday evening. I was so impressed to see their 

confidence and self assurance that they had whilst performing; each child in time 

and ready to support their peers to ensure the performance was excellent. Five weeks 

ago, the children were naturally worried and nervous about this event and the complex 

music that they had to learn and perform, and today they shone with confidence. We 

were all so proud of them. The audience of children and staff were engrossed in the 

performance and gave the class a standing ovation! How wonderful that we have 

children with such perseverance, drive and determination, along with children who show 

their happiness and appreciation to their friends.

I hope you have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you on Monday.

Mrs Fennelly
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Weekly Poster

This week our poster 

celebrates each child 

and how amazing they are. 

In addition, it was lovely 

for the children to hear 

that their class, the day and 

the school is so much 

brighter because of them!
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ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR PUPIL PREMIUM
Pupil Premium Payment 2024-2025

As you may be aware all children are entitled to free school meals whilst they are in reception class, year 1 and year 2 

under government initiatives.  Are you also aware that your child could be eligible for additional support via the Pupil 

Premium fund that the school receives?

If your application is successful, you will receive:

• School uniform voucher for the year.

• Funding to help pay for school trips.

• Funding to help pay for school clubs.

• Loan of forest school clothing for the year.

• Reception snack paid for – if applicable.

Do you or your partner receive any of the following?

• Income Support.

• Income Based Job Seekers Allowance.

• Child Tax Credit Only (with income up to £16,190) with no element of Working Tax Credit.

• National Asylum Seekers Support.

• Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit.

• Employment and Support Allowance (income related).

• Universal Credit (income dependant).

To check your eligibility please follow the link below and select ‘Apply 

for the Pupil premium’ Alternatively collect a form from the office and 

we can complete the application on your behalf.

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/childre

n-families-education/schools-and-education/Pages/pupil-

premium.aspx

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/Pages/pupil-premium.aspx
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/Pages/pupil-premium.aspx
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/Pages/pupil-premium.aspx
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Weekly Poster

This week, we reminded everyone about SDS Has Talent. If you want to take part on your own or 

in a group, start practicing and the semi finals will take place in year groups. The final will take part 

on July 23rd.



Dates for your
Date Year group Event

17th June KS1 (Reception, Years 1, 2 & SU) Sport Day.  9:30am until approx: 11:30am.Families invited to 

the school field

21st June Year 6 Transition Prayer Space

21st June Whole School Mufti day for returning your pint pots

27th June Whole School Mental Health Support Team. Problem solving/resilience

28th June Whole School Key skills - Bring a cake to school to sell at the fete

29th June Whole School & Community School Summer Fete – Everyone invited.

11:30 – 12:00 is Quiet Time

12:00 – 2:30 Please all join us

1st July Changemakers Changemakers to University of Northampton

8th & 9th July Whole School Transition Days

10th July KS2 (Year 3, year 4, year 5 & Year 6) Sports Day.  9:30am until approx: 11:30am. Families 

invited to the school field

11th & 12th July Whole School Circus Skills Day- more information to come



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

15th July Music groups, choirs- details 

of whom to come

Performing Arts Evening 5:30pm to 7:30pm

17th July Drama Club Players Drama Performance 10:00am to parents and families.

Tickets coming soon

17th July Whole School Children's Summer Disco

3.15pm to 4.15pm for Years SU, Rec, 1 & 2

4:30pm to 5:30pm for Years 3 & 4

5:45pm to 6:45pm for Years 5 & 6

18th July Drama Club Players Drama Performances 1:45pm & 6:00pm to parents and 

families. Tickets available soon

19th July Whole School & Families Art Exhibition starts at 2:30pm

22nd July Year 6 & Families Leavers Assembly followed by tea and cake on the field

23rd July Whole School SdS Has Talent Show.  Children only.

23rd July Year 6 Domino's Pizza Lunch



Trips Dates for your

Year Group Date Event

Year 3 20th – 21st June Frontier Centre Residential

Year 4 26th – 28th June West Runton Residential

Year 5 Dyson Class 18th June The Festival Performance at the Royal & Derngate

Year 6 12th June STEAM Event at University of Northampton

Year 6 1st  - 5th July Isle of Wight Residential



Dates from The Friends  

Year Group Date Event

Whole School June 21st Mufti day in return for bringing the filled pint pot back into 

school

Whole School June 28th Key skills- to bake a cake for the fete- bring in to school today

Please no nuts

Whole School June 29th Summer Fete

Don’t forget to purchase your raffle tickets
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Please come and check the lost 

property trolley

Please name all clothing, especially 

jumpers so they can be returned 

safely!
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Parent Governor Vacancy

The local governing body carries out its role by helping to set the vision for the school and then ensuring that the school works efficiently 
and effectively towards achieving this vision by building a thorough knowledge of the school and local community, supporting and 
constructively challenging the school, and ensuring accountability and compliance.

Whilst experience of matters relating to education is useful, you do not have to be an expert on education to be a school governor. 
However, you will be asked to demonstrate skills and experience that will enhance governance of the school, a commitment to undertake 
training and a willingness to engage in the life of the school. You will need to set aside time to be able to be an effective governor: time to 

prepare for meetings, visit the school and undertake training.

If you would like to find out more about being a governor at our school, please email your contact details to info@simondesenlis.org and 
they will be passed on to Charlotte Rickards, Chair of Governors, who is more than happy to have a conversation and answer any 
questions you may have.

If you would like to stand for election as a parent governor, please complete the nomination form available from the office. If you wish to 
nominate another parent, please obtain their permission first. Application forms should be returned by Tuesday 25th June 2024

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday 

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

When have you 

showed 

determination 

and drive 

and what was the 

outcome?
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NPAT Reading Challenge 2024 – Poetry Slam

The school with the most entries will become the overall winner and will 
receive the NPAT Trophy!

We would love to win!

Every child who enters will receive a Poetry Slam certificate.





Museums (northamptonmuseums.com)

For information on the exhibitions below 

and more go to the Northampton Museums website

https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/
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Northampton Museum and Gallery- town centre free exhibitions.

What's On (northamptonmuseums.com)

https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/whatson
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Northampton Museum and Gallery- town centre free exhibitions.

Northampton_Museum_Whats_on in_May___August_2024.pdf

file:///C:/Users/Joanne.Fennelly/Downloads/Northampton_Museum_What_s_on_May___August_2024.pdf
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Northampton Museum and Gallery- town centre free exhibitions.

Northampton_Museum_Whats_on_May___August_2024.pdf

file:///C:/Users/Joanne.Fennelly/Downloads/Northampton_Museum_What_s_on_May___August_2024.pdf
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School Mental Health Lead
Ms Cunningham  is the Mental Health Lead at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental 
wellbeing please speak to your child’s class teacher or contact us in school. 

We're all here to help.





Sports - Football
Are you ready to cheer on your favourite team 
in the UEFA EURO tournament?

Check out the skills showcase and see if you can copy these 
superstars in action.
https://www.uefa.com/euro2024/video/skills/028e-
1b0cedd770d0-bc41e8563ca4-1000--classic-euro-skills-
showcase/

Or why not have a go at the daily quiz in the gaming section and 
challenge your knowledge of the teams.

EURO 2024 mascot Albärt has some ideas that you can do 
from sport to maths and the exciting game of EUORlingo 
which tests your language skills. Find out more here;
https://www.makemoves2024.com/

https://www.uefa.com/euro2024/video/skills/028e-1b0cedd770d0-bc41e8563ca4-1000--classic-euro-skills-showcase/
https://www.uefa.com/euro2024/video/skills/028e-1b0cedd770d0-bc41e8563ca4-1000--classic-euro-skills-showcase/
https://www.uefa.com/euro2024/video/skills/028e-1b0cedd770d0-bc41e8563ca4-1000--classic-euro-skills-showcase/
https://www.makemoves2024.com/
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Maria Philpott is fundraising 
for SSNAP (justgiving.com)

https://justgiving.com/page/bbff2024
https://justgiving.com/page/bbff2024
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Miss Garrard says...





Events in Northampton | Local Events Near Me | Day Out (delapreabbey.org)

DELAPRE ABBEY
As a local place to visit, take a look at the 

events taking place over the coming weeks.

https://delapreabbey.org/visit/event-directory/


   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required
Day Time Location Membership / costs

Monday 1:30pm – 2:15pm Roade village Hall. Bailey Brooks Lane.

NN7 2LS

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Monday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. Northampton 

Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Tuesday 2pm – 3pm &

6pm - 7pm

The Nest, Woodford Halse Primary Academy, Scrivens Hill, 

Woodford Halse, NN11 3SU.

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Tuesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. Northampton 

Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Wednesday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Wednesday 4:15pm – 6pm Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Wednesday 4:30pm – 5:15pm Brixworth Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w



   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Wednesday 5:30pm – 6:15pm Moulton Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Thursday 10am – 11:30am Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Thursday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Thursday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Friday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Saturday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Sunday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items











N E W S  F O R

O U R

C H I L D R E N

1 4 T H  J U N E   2 0 0 4
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